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YEAR TWO OF THE ABRAHAM TENT INITIATIVE

The year 2025 ended alongside the gradual easing of the most intense
phase of the Swords of Iron War. The hostages and the fallen

returned home, until the very last of them, who was brought back in
early January 2026. “Now is the time for healing,” said President Isaac
Herzog at the funeral of the final returned hostage, Ran Gavili z"l.

In the immediate aftermath of October 7, both
Gvanim and the Abraham Group recognized
that Israeli society would require a sustained,
professional response to process grief, trauma,
and loss. The need was clear: to act early and
create safe spaces for emotional processing, to
mitigate long-term distress and prevent further
deterioration.

Based on this understanding, Abraham Tent was
established as a leading initiative focused on grief
processing and community resilience.

By the end of 2025, the program had reached
hundreds of participants including young adults,
members of the security forces, soldiers,

and victims of terror. Together, they formed a
courageous community committed to healing,
growth, and strengthening both personal and
national resilience.

As we conclude 2025, we extend our deep
gratitude to our many partners who made this
work possible during a year marked by war and
uncertainty. This was a challenging year not
only for Israel as a whole, but also for our staff,
facilitators, advisory board, and participants—
many of whom joined activities directly from
military reserve duty, demonstrating a profound
commitment to collective healing.



דני בובמן
Highlight

דני בובמן
Highlight

דני בובמן
Note
The year 2025 ended alongside the gradual easing of the most intense phase of the Swords of Iron War. The hostages and the fallen were returned home, the last of them arriving in early January 2026. “Now is the time for healing,” said President Isaac Herzog at the funeral of the final returned hostage, Ran Gavili z"l.



עם תיקוני טקסט קלים


1. Reaching New Audiences

As the program entered its second
year, demand grew beyond its
initial target groups. Pilot programs
demonstrated that the model is
effective across diverse age groups
and among participants with no
prior connection. As a result, we
expanded access to include broader
communities, security personnel,
and workplace teams.

2. Open “Minibus” Workshops

We launched open workshops
for the public, bringing

together individuals of different
backgrounds, ages, and genders
with no prior acquaintance.
These groups provided supportive
environments for personal grief
processing and proved highly
impactful.

3. Processing the Current Reality

We adapted the program to include
groups focused on coping with

the ongoing challenges of war,
professional strain, and personal
hardship—broadening the program’s
relevance beyond bereavement
alone.




STRENGTHENING
PARTNERSHIPS

The year 2025 was characterized by the development of
collaborations with additional stakeholders in the field.
These alliances fostered mutual professional growth
and expanded the target audiences of the programs.

Key partnerships included:

* Israel National Insurance Institute — “Yuvalim” Initiative

e “Hachavura” (in memory of Omri Schwartz z”l)

e “Totzeret Haaretz”

* Duvdevan army unit, Alumni Association

* Western Negev Young Adult Centers

* Sapir College — Film Department Workshop .'.L

* Hebrew University — Comprehensive Bereavement v

Course based on our model

OUR SUPPORTERS

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to our donors and
partners whose support made our work possible:
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THE METHOD

Participants’ testimonies demonstrate
that Gvanim’s unique approach is
effective. The groups underwent a
meaningful processing journey based
on a model that believes in everyone's
ability and inner strengths to shape
their future, including growth
emerging from life crises. The model
was developed based on Gvanim’s
many years of experience in guidance
and rehabilitative work with young
adults aged 20-35.

THE SETTING

The Abraham Group’s win of the

2025 Global Youth Travel Awards in
the category “Best Local Community
Engagement” is a powerful testament
to the success of this partnership and
its contribution to the program.

RESEARCH & KNOWLEDGE
DEVELOPMENT

Since its inception, the program has
been accompanied by academic
research. Data and participant
testimonies have established a
growing evidence base validating the

effectiveness of community-based
healing.

A KEY MILESTONE WAS THE
PUBLICATION OF:

“Bereavement and Loss in Broad
Circles — Guiding Principles for
Intervention” by Dr. Orna Shemer.




A workshop for processing the
period, with the participation of
all senior leaders in the Abraham
Group.

Friends of Elia Iluz (z”l)

Elia was murdered at the Nova
festival. The workshop brought
together his close friends from
Ashkelon and Elia's wife.

Memorial Day Event in
collaboration with “Uvacharta
Bachayim”

Friends of “Pepe”

(Ziv Shapira z”)

Ziv “Pepe” Shapira from Kibbutz
Nir Am was murdered at the Nova
festival. The group consists of

his Nahal core group (“Ta’am”),
who completed a year of national
service together in Sde Boker and
later enlisted in the army as a

group.

These groups reflect the diversity
and depth of communities
engaging in the program.

Program presentation at Pais
Expo

Processing the Present
Reality - Young Adults from
Kibbutz Mefalsim

A group of childhood friends

from the kibbutz who were in
their final year of high school on
October 7. They went through

a highly challenging period,
including evacuation to hotels

and subsequent enlistment in the
army. All participants are currently
serving soldiers.

Friends of Tehila Katabi (z”’l)

Tehila was murdered in her home
in Kibbutz Holit on October 7. Her
friends—from different parts of
the country—came together to
form a dedicated workshop in her
memory. The group was led by
Emily Damti, sister of Kim Damti
(z”l), who was murdered at the
Nova festival and had previously
participated in the program in a
group centered around her sister.
One of the facilitators, Keren
Miraz, was also a close friend of
Tehila from their school years.




PROGRAMIN
NUMBERS
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Groups in 2025

373

Participants in 2025

Total Participants Since Inception

58

Total Groups Since
Inception

LOOKING AHEAD
For more information about Abraham Tent, please visit our website

or contact us at: dannyb@gvanim.org.il

Together, we can build a stronger, more resilient future for Israel’s

young generation.
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https://www.abraham.travel/group/the-abraham-tent-program-moving-beyond-grief-he/
https://www.abraham.travel/group/the-abraham-tent-program-moving-beyond-grief-he/
http://dannyb@gvanim.org.il

